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little dogmatism and no narrow prejudice, but an evident willing- 
ness to consider all ideas and theories on their own ground. 

Flora I. MacKinnon. 
St. Catherines, Ontabio. 

Epistemology. P. Coffey. London: Longmans, Green and Co. 

1917. Vol. I., pp. xiv + 374. Vol. II., pp. viii + 376. 

This hook is an excellent example of the sort of work being done 
at Maynooth, Stonyhurst, and Louvain by the reviewers of scholas- 
ticism. It is dedicated to Cardinal Mercier and, in spite of slight 
divergences, is typical of the standpoint of the school of which he was 
the patron. In other words, it represents Thomism or moderate real- 
ism, a view encouraged by Leo XIII. 

After carefully reading the present volumes, the reviewer must 
admit that he has been impressed by the wealth of reading implied 
by the topics examined and the references given. While not com- 
petent to judge the adequacy of the treatment of the Catholic litera- 
ture on epistemology, he sees reason to hold that the author is com- 
pletely at home in Neo-scholasticism. Moreover, Dr. Coffey has not 
neglected modern movements, although his references are seldom to 
periodical literature. He has evidently been impressed by Prichard's 
excellent work on Kant, with which he seems largely to agree. I can 
not help feeling that it is a good sign when a manual of this kind 
refers to James, Schiller, Wundt, Peirce, Dewey, Bergson and others 
of their kind. But the standpoint is frankly that of Aristotelian 
Scholasticism. 

The contents of the first volume can be indicated only very 
briefly. In the Introduction he maintains that epistemology is really 
a part of metaphysics. Its function is to complete and consolidate 
metaphysics. The remaining chapters concern themselves with such 
enquiries as these : The Terms and Data of Epistemology, Its Scope 
and Instruments, Necessary Judgments, Moderate Realism, Extreme 
Realism, Nominalism, Conceptualism. It is to be noticed that he 
pays more attention to Kant than to any other modern thinker "be- 
cause most of the modern theories draw their inspiration directly or 
indirectly from principles propounded in the Critiques." 

"What will strike the American reader, used to a brief manual, is 
the leisurely way in which all conceivably relevant topics are taken 
up and discussed pro and con. In many of these discussions there is 
evidenced good analytic ability and balance of mind. Thus, we have 
carefully worked out distinctions between irresistible certitude and 
freely formed convictions ; between truth, error, and ignorance ; be- 
tween doubt, opinion, conviction, certitude, belief, and faith. Still 

7 P. 362. Chap. 10, p. 365. 
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there is prolixity in much of this which would irk most readers. The 
atmosphere of the seminary lingers around it. 

The definition of epistemological terms has been carried out very 
successfully. I have found the scholastic terminology well adapted 
for essential distinctions. Thus, such expressions as "esse ideale," 
"esse intentionale" and "medium quo, in quo, per quod res cog- 
noscitur" are valuable. In harmony with this tradition of exacti- 
tude is the care with which various positions are named and classi- 
fied. Berkeley's philosophy is described as acosmic or hyperphysical 
idealism; Hume's as pan-phenomenism, etc. 

I am inclined to think that readers will find Chapters IX., X., 
and XI. the most interesting in this volume. The difference between 
modern and medieval nominalism is well brought out. 

Volume II. falls into two parts, dealing with the problem of our 
knowledge of the external world, and with the criteria of truth, re- 
spectively. It is interesting to note that Jeanniere defends mediate 
sense perception while Coffey argues for perceptionism. It would 
seem that, while scholasticism is consistently realistic, it is divided 
into these two camps. I must confess that I have more sympathy 
with mediatism. The parti pris of the writer comes to the surface 
in his treatment of evolutionary relativism. 

This book is a scholarly piece of work and gives one a high opin- 
ion of the training given in the better Catholic seminaries. Yet one 
is constantly aware of the anti-naturalistic assumptions within which 
it is developed. It is practically taken for granted that intellectual 
capacities can have no evolutionary origin. But, until the mind- 
body problem is satisfactorily solved by modern science and philos- 
ophy, the naturalist can only point out his divergence. 

R. W. Sellabs. 
University op Michigan. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW. March, 1918. Psychology in 
Relation to the War: Major Robert M. Yerkes (pp. 85-115).- 
Report of the work done by psychologists during the year 1917 in re- 
lation to the war. An Experiment in Employment Psychology: 
Henry C. Link (pp. 116-127) : -The purpose of the experiment 
was to discover a set of tests which would guide the employment 
section of the Winchester Repeating Arms Company in selecting 
candidates for "shell inspection" and for "gauging shells for mini- 
mum and maximum head thickness." Eight tests were used. Asso- 
ciative Aids: I. Their Relation to Learning, Retention, and Other 



